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What are the challenges?
What are the costs?
Can we even do it?



What is Dairy Beef?
Industry perception is a 2 to 3 yr Friesian steer Our perception is X breed Steer/Heifer

500 kg by 18 months



Proof is in the…

Quality is not a problem



It’s all about Genetics



The First 10 Days



Calf Health is Number 1



Calf Comfort
Low Stress

Hygiene  



Symmons Plains Calf Rearing Facility





Outside ASAP



5L Milk/day

Supplementary Feed:
Silage/Hay vs Grain 

Cost vs Gain



Weaning Target:
100kg @ 85 days



The cost to 100 kg

• Calf $100
• Milk Powder $270

• Grain $100
• Labour $55

• Miscellaneous $15

$550



Spring Feed is Cheap
Ideal on Grass Seed Crops/Pasture Management



Option 1
100kg to 120kg

Dec/Feb
5 to 7 months

Option 2
200kg to 250kg

April/May
8 to 10 months

Selling options 



Option 3
450kg Feedlot Entry

17 Months

Option 4
550kg Fully Finished 

20 Months 

Selling options 



Option 5
F1 Cow Production

Selling options 



Tools, resources & training

• ABS Australia Beef in Focus Programme

• Greenhams Dairy Beef Programme

• MLA Dairy Beef Trial at Charles Sturt 
University 



Top three take home messages

1. Opportunity for croppers to include cattle in their rotation
2. If your buying Calves remember Genetics and calf health
3. If you’re in the Beef Business or thinking about it…

…perhaps 
think outside 
the square 



Stephen Creese
Clovelly Tasmania Pty Ltd
scr@inglebyfarms.com
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