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A short history of NZ’s environmental regulatory history



Progressively tighter regulation's through 2010’s

2011 2014 2020



Focus shifts to GHG emissions post Paris Agreement

• text



Collaboration between industry & government  

“The primary sector will work in 
good faith with government and 
iwi/Maori to design a practical 
and cost-effective system for 
reducing emissions at farm level 
by 2025”

“He Waka Eke Noa” – Our Future in Our Hands



Key milestones/issues to resolve by 2025  

Milestones

Late 2020/21 
• Information on how to measure and manage GHG 

emissions
2022

• 100% Farmers know individual emissions profile
• Government reviews progress

2024
• Emissions reporting & benchmarking system 

completed

2025
• Reporting and paying for individual emissions
• Environmental plan to deal with emissions  

Key issues to be decided

• How emissions measured/modelled 
(including incorporating new 
technologies) 

• Offsets 

• Extension programme  

• Pricing mechanism



Price on (methane + long-lived gas) – (sequestration + removal activities)    

1. Message 1

2. Message 2

3. Message 3



But its not all about what is happening within our shores…

1. Message 1

2. Message 2

3. Message 3

What do the world’s top 10 food companies want? ($US1.185 Trillion of market cap). 



Details uncertain, but direction of travel clear – increasingly land-owners required to 
account for (& be rewarded for) greater range of environmental impacts 

Negative effects Positive effects



Environment – new driver of land-use/systems & innovation 

1. Message 2

2. Message 3

Land-use/farm system change Environmentally efficient innovation 



Creating both risks and opportunities 
CHALLENGE: Risks are here and now – benefits largely in the future 



But not everyone impacted in the same way…

Defined by regulatory framework combined with individual farming circumstances 



Its not just what is happening on the land that is changing – Non-financial 
reporting future for farmers



Top three take home messages

1. Set/define the narrative, don’t be defined/responding  to it

2. Separate the noise from your reality – understand your own 
farm-specific risks/opportunities (and focus on what can 
control) 

3. Think strategically, not just tactically, about sustainability  
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