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What is Meat Standards Australia (MSA)?

• Meat Standards Australia (MSA) is the Australian beef and 
sheep meat grading system which predicts Eating Quality based 
on:

Tenderness Juiciness Flavour Overall liking



How does MSA work



Key drivers of eating quality



The MSA Index

•  A single number to indicate 
the overall quality of a carcase

• A weighted average of 39 
eating quality scores of the 
primals

• Benchmarking tool to measure 
performance. 



MSA at a glance

53,279
beef

producers

3,853 in Tasmania

58.36
Record average 

MSA Index

59.98 in Tasmania
(2023-24)

3.88
million head 

presented for 
MSA grading

148,700 in 
Tasmania

$259m
total estimated 

farmgate returns
(2022-23)



Key Drivers of Eating Quality

Utilising myFeedback

Producer Case Study



What is myFeedback?
One system, more data, better insights
• Combining carcase, eating quality and disease & defect data in 

one single access point (NLIS, MSA, AHA, NLRS)​

• System access will be available for all participating cattle and 
sheep producers, processors and brand owners.

Benefits for Producers
• Understand compliance to market specs and benchmark livestock 

performance 

• Identify opportunities for proactive disease management & 
prevention

• Access to “Solutions to Feedback” to help improve performance



Access myFeedback via myMLA



Consignment overview



Consignment overview - Summary



Consignment overview - Consigments



Review consignments in greater detail



Review consignments in greater detail



Compliance to grid specifications



Animal Disease and Defect Reports



Why is this important?

In 2021-2023:

• The average MSA 
Index for diseased 
cattle was 57.76

• The average MSA 
Index for non-
diseased cattle was 
60.01



Animal Disease and Defect Reports
• Click on “Info” for disease-

specific information on:
• Cause

• Clinical signs

• Diagnosis 

• Treatment

• Prevention



MSA Summary Reports



MSA Summary Reports



Combined MSA and Animal Health Reports



Sharing your data

• Producers can also 
choose to share their 
data with another user 

• This could include vets 
or animal health 
professionals, livestock 
advisors and agents, 
other employees etc.
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Producer Case Study
- Scott Anderson, Killara Pastoral Company, 

Flinder’s Island



Resources and Tools

Links
• myMLA

• myFeedback

• Solutions to Feedback Library

• myFeedback Video Guides

Resources
• Beef Eating Quality Insights

• Beef Tips and Tools

https://www.mla.com.au/mymla/
https://myfeedback.mla.com.au/login
https://solutionstofeedback.mla.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLt-uoNwsBUEoVC590RJbw9wP3ZL7LyfQ2
https://www.mla.com.au/globalassets/mla-corporate/marketing-beef-and-lamb/documents/meat-standards-australia/mla-msa-2023-abeqi-web-b.pdf
https://www.mla.com.au/globalassets/mla-corporate/marketing-beef-and-lamb/documents/meat-standards-australia/msa-mla-tips-and-tools-msa00-complete-booklet_v02.pdf
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