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In paddock weighing & AHN

Gallagher Animal Management | New products | Auto Weigher

We hire out four Optiweigh units

Disclaimer: We have no financial relationship with Optiweigh!
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In paddock weighing & AHN

licksteps ¥ & Read/Unread O~ K ~ By © & s

i % 6 8:46 A ull 56 @
Optiweigh Daily Summary - 11 Jul 26

: <
et et ———————

*'POPTIWEIGH

SESSION OVERVIEW Jillian Keogh Kelly [1296) . - We

Home
2026 Stock route Weaners British, Weaners, 238 Head | Last record: 11 Jul 26, 4:36 PM See more > .
Animals Records Average weight 14 day ADG 30 day ADG 14 Day 30 Day 90 Day 180 Day I I l O n I t O r
94 (39%) 472 +0.9 kg/day +1.2 kg/day
13 last 24h 28 last 24h 23349 22 animals 15 animals 2 2 't
27 [+0.20|] 1 UNITS
animals day spread
kg/day
dail
MOB AVG WEIGHT See more » a I y
WEIGHT OVER TIME See More >
270
30 Day 90 Day
260
550
250 45
.0
240 535
530
230 525
520
220 o
A b x 10 g 26 > ol o) o® A\ e
. Q0 © (< o~ 0o~ 06~ e ol y1- 1 59 e A w o & D H P
oy 0 0 0 &0 - 0 0 0 0 i ~ 4 Voo
'l07'b 1(3’2_(1 ,LO'L() 7’01(3 7’07’ © 207_6 'LO,:"(\ 101(} 101() 107 © o) 20 S EEEEEFEEE ‘
.Average weight (kg) [l Animal count RED M EAT U PDAT ES
[l 2026 Stock route Weaners TASMANIA

-



In paddock weighing & AHN
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AHN Optiweigh

Alex, Andrew, Angus Fisher, Angus...

P opTIwEIGH

Home | Reports ion data
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In regard to identifying animals on
the Optiweigh App, we have set up a
code for each animal's VID, eg
25MW2MA-1133 is a 2025, merino,
wether, twin, born from a mixed age
ewe, VID number.

It is quick and easy to do- look up
the “concatenate” feature in excel. It
will take data from multiple cells and
compress it into a single cell.

Quick way to get an idea of how
different animals are performing,
before drilling down deeper on other
databases
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AHN Optiweigh

Alex, Andrew, Angus Fisher, Angus...

@

We have an
Optiweigh users
group with 75
members

Speaking of ease of movement, we
bought 2 new cattle units and |
wasn’t happy with the new design
and how slow it was to set up and
pack up. So we made our own
drawbar system which is similar to
their original (they only stopped
because a couple people had been
hit with the drawbar on release).
Anyway this is our modified version
you just pull down on drawbar and
wheels go under the Optiweigh then
bang 3 pins in!! It's also heavier than
the original so when you release it
doesn't actually come up with any
speed to be able to hurt anyone.
Takes about 30 seconds to pack up
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Uses - sheep

Lamb Feedlots Pasture — fat lambs
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Uses - cattle

{1 2 AHN Optiweigh @

Alex, Andrew, Angus Fisher, Angus...

Mon, 8 Jun

Home

= 314 357 414

466

IND. AVERAGE DAILY GAIN e More >

%Day  30Day 90Day 180 Day

Angus Strs with plenty of
frame, normally backgrounded
on an oats crop! To dry this
year so containment fed,
10days in and an avg 3.2kg/day,
previous experience tells me
they will maintain similar ADG

09 until day. 40 whep they plateau.
Ste e rS O n C ro p @ By then it's exit time! 6:30H
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What we have learned: the autumn feed gap

Pasture growth rate (kg/ha/day)

10 -

Phalaris, clover

— standard year, fertilised
Lucerne

- standard year, fertilised
Premier diget grass

— standard year, fertilised
Forage oats

- standard year, fertilised
Danthonia, clover

- standard year, fertilised
Summer-grass dominant
— fertilised
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What we have learned: the autumn feed gap

256 Angus steers

Average 315kg LW
Tropical native pastures
North west slopes of NSW
ADG 1.2kg/day.

Weight Chart

= Mob Avg. No. of Animals

Back Help
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What we have learned: the autumn feed gap

o 5G . w T =
. - - - - -
. S h OWe r Of ra I n zoth Fe b ° Optlwelgh App OPTI\T/ElGH = Optlwelgh App OPTIVT/EIGH
Past Past ESession‘ Last gDG(kg/ Animals PEVE
o Today Dlas . 01:)5 ‘ Averags 14 Days: o?l) 70 10
* >36°C weather after om0 n

Records: Total Records 385 90 Days: (0.8 107 47
Animals 102 180 Days: 1.1 123 90

Weighed All data: 1 123 90
t h at [ % of Mob 39%
N o _ Drop to 0.1kg

315 Weight Chart

490 Mob Avg. No. of Animals A DG/d ay

Individual ADG Calculations

Last ADG(kg/ Animals Days
day)

14 Days: 1.2 57 10

30 Days: 1.2 65 20

90 Days: 1.1 97 66

180 Days: 1.2 89

All data: 1.2 89

Weight Chart @Options

Mob Avg. No. of Animals
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What we have learned: the autumn feed gap

w T =

“The Optiweigh is Broken.” = CETOD

Last ADG(kg/ Animals EVE

day)
14 Days: 0.1 70 10
30Days: 0.8 90 28

90 Days: (.8 107 47 Pa Stu re

180 Days: 1.1 123

All data: 19 123 >60% NDF

Weight Chart ions /MIM E/kg DM

8% CP

Poo like pyramids!
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What we have learned: the autumn feed gap

e Addition of a dry lick.
 Then addition of barley.

 Then move to a temperate
pasture.

 We worked this out within
days of it occurring — saving
days of lost production.
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What we have learned: dirty water

= Optiweigh App

Uh Oh

: Trouble
Weight Chart

1.6kg/day

Weight Distribution (i) options
Induction

69
D<A W
Back Help Email Call

277 heifers
90 hectare oats crop
North of Coonamble

Timber belt with native
medic

Bloat oil in the water
trough

July 2024.
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What we have learned: dirty water

z. Optiweigh App .' ® End Of AugUSt
e A * Few hot days
* ADG dropped to 0.2kg/day.

Weight Distribution (@) Options Warm weather

69
=\
Back Help Email Call
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What we have learned: dirty water

7:03 o T . -
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LAndrew )A . Andrew )

29 Aug 2024 at 5:42am How dld Wi wnh the
Just checking your water troughs?

troughs are clean in the heifers N
30 Aug 2024 at 8:54 an

paddock
Whatever you did, it worked!

I'll check it again today. It should e P
be fine. We clean it regularly Optiv

putting oil in everyday but I'll
make sure Weight Chart

Weight Chart @Options

Mob Avg. No. of Animals

Okay maybe stop the oil now - |

reckon the bloat risk is reduced?

Ok no worries. Will do.

I'll drain the water and start

. . N 5 Weight Distribution @
again. Might not like something - z
CI there B = .
\ / 30 Aug 2024 at 11:49am
Aug 12 Wa te r ! ‘ Just changed their water. Must
g ‘\E have been something in there

that they didn't like vy

Weight Distribution [ Warm

o Maybe it's not enough water. | St?ltf:‘all?i\(/: ite Shuweicne et
only have one trough in there ?
6 weather +

29 Aug 2024 at 5:57 prr

’x‘ + | U
‘RED MTEHAHF:DATES

R IS




What we have learned: dirty water

" e 1 * Clean troughs: ADG back up to

2kg/day
* ADG lost = 1.4kg/day

* 1.4kg x S3/kg x 277 heifers =

Weight Chart

$1200/day
den e Or $1939/day at today’s $5/kg!
welgmDistruton QD [T * We worked it out in 5 days.
weather

69
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Back Help Email Call

RED MEAT UPDATES

AAAAAAAA




What we have learned: dirty water

<
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Aubl AHN Chat

» Adam, Aleena, Alex Anderson, Alex @

R R P T

We've had an optiweigh in with
some heifers on oats/clover that
have been going great - around
1.2kg ADG. In the last few days, ADG
dropped to 0.2-0.4kg.

Only thing | could think that was
causing the drop was the maturing
crop and the hotter weather, and
bloat oil in the water trough.
Cleaned the troughs and look what
happened: 2:44pm v/

Weight Distribution

Maybe the animals haven't had to
drink much lately as it's been cool
and the plants are wet. Now it's
warm and the plants are drying out
they need to drink. We know from
feedlots if the water is no good they
don't eat as much and they don't

put on as much weight. So clean
your troughs out! Have a good
weekend . 247pm v
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Communal learning!
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What we have learned: barometric pressure

Optiweigh App

Weight Chart

» Mob Avg.

29

No. of Animals

Weight Distrik.

Back

Help

<

Email

-r

OPTIWEIGH

@Options

When the barometric
pressure drops, animals

eat less.

When the barometric

pressure returns to
normal, animals are

hungry and eat more.

WEATHER REGULATED CATTLE BEHAVIOUR ON
RANGELAND

HaLasz, A" —Nacy, G.2-TasL, I.' - BAJNOK, M.'- MIKONE, J. E*

Abstract. Cattle behaviour depends both on internal factors (breed, age, oestrus, hierarchy, body
homeostasis) and external factors (air temperature, humidity, wind speed, paddock size, grass quality and
quantity). In our study we present how weather conditions modify behaviour and daily walked distance.
Direct observations of Hungarian grey cows and calves were carried out in Eastern Hungary on a
rangeland called Hortobagy. Meteorological, spatial and behavioural data were collected using weather
stations, GPS collars and ethogram recordings. Data showed a positive correlation between daily walked
distance and atmospheric pressure (r=0.389, P<0.05). Animals consistently used the same daily routes
and resting sites. Moreover, frequency of metabolic behaviour (grazing, rumination, drinking, defecation,
and urination) depended significantly on type of weather fronts experienced on the day following the
examined day (r=0.445, P<0.03). These weather fronts were classified according to the system developed
by Peczely. In summary, our study suggests that Hungarian grey cattle show specific behavioural patterns
during low-pressure conditions. Therefore, understanding their behavioural responses to different
environmental factors may help to improve the handling techniques of extensively farmed beef cattle. As
behavioural adaptation is usually driven by the neuroendocrine system, we suggest that this type of
regulation could also depend on environmental changes, therefore, this relationship needs further
research.
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What we have learned: barometric pressure

7:36 all 7:46 il T @

Qs catemiey « o * \When the barometric
Last Update: 30 seconds ago ) i?TempE::rer: " " 5 5y )13 p r e S S u r e d r O pS’ a n i m a I S
| eat less.

e When the barometric
pressure returns to
normal, animals are

Owee I 7 hungry and eat more.
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What we have learned: barometric pressure

* Predict acidosis events or
at least assess risk.

* | wonder about
conception/Al dates on
these dips.

 Tie animal behaviour to
hpa (e.g. camped up at
9am).
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Cool things we have learned

Can ask it to weigh animals below or above a weight (e.g.
below 30kg in a mob of ewes & lambs).

Can upload a bucket file with traits (e.g. sire, twin/single,
origin) and sort ADG based on this.

Better uptake if placed away from high pressure areas.
We’ve never broken one.

Great customer service.

Really accurate.
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Any issues?

* Cost?

* Overinterpretation

* They can get “stale” on it
* Cattle lick/rub everything
* Lift vs tow.
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Top three take home messages

1. In-paddock weighing is a great investment.

2. You can jump at shadows (learn to read
the tealeaves).

3. The power of looking at collective data
within our business is immense.

AAAAAAAA



Tools, resources & training

e https://am.gallagher.com/en-AU/new-
products/auto-weigher

e www.optiweigh.com.au/

e www.ahnconsulting.com.au

Col Hogan - St George QLD
Case Study - Managing Buffel Grass

If we spend iton
crops, why can’t we
spend it on grass!!!

* |t’s easy to calculate what we
return on crop’s.

* |t can also be easy to calculate
our return on grass now we have
access to thing’s like opti weigh’s
and Jill Kelly!!
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Data Direct from the Paddock
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AHN Consulting
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